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Police seek
cash from
families of
dead men

OFP wants court costs
';F}QY?I,E(} aftEI' jawsuit |
~averfaka] shootings

MICHELE HENRY
1 j.'.nlsr_ogg.

175 Chitirtiy Provimslsl Police Asso-
dizHop whd former OFF o
slgmer Hulian Faoting are seekdng
$92,000 n court costs from the
Fernilies of two men potice shotaid
kifled. .

Tevl Schneffer snd Dougles Minty,
onewithprychistric issues, the othe
er with intsllectun} chafledges,
were shot desd n 2008 In both
casey police gay the men camme at
them with & laoife,

The Bi-yenc-old mother of one
rum, Evelyn Minty, seid she wrauld
e severely impucted by having to
pay & portion of the police’y costn of
defanding the action. ’

~I¥g art oorbitant surn,” she sedd
outside the courtroom.“But T want
fustica for nry som Lreally da”

The case resumey Dec. 9.

The dispute relates to a legsl se-
Hon laumched by the two families
aftar the shaoting. In thelr original
court wetion the famfies alleged of-
Feers imvolved In the shootings
were "expresaly suthorized and in-
structed to delay cowmpletion of
{heir notes’

These axe tent (o the provines
Special Investigations Unit ard
form part of the officisl frvestiga-
tlon record. The forilles alxa took
Inte with a teon lewyer scting for
“hath the officer who fired the ahot
and witness aificers, .

Qfficers in hoth cases were cleared
afier the shooting

“The familles had sought a couxt

_ruling stating pelice most write
notes the day of & wounding or
shoating of & civillex snd that they
not be sllowed to share counsel
Justice Widlan Lovw dimmissed the
case sayingih wag o mstter for the
Tegilature, notthe courts

Hes now beadng arguments oo
Iegal costs
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7 ' "‘I‘ins is no‘o: ain attempt by the offi-
-cers to get A punitive order or ob-

struet access to justice,” police
urdon lawyerfan Roland said.
“Were not the bullies . ...

of this” Roland said.

Roland and a lawyer for former
OPP chief Fantino .are seeldng a
* payback of the fees, with money to
_come from the families. Roland said

thatwhat the two farmnilies had tried

to do in.court had no legal hasis and

because of that police should not
have to pay the legal bill,

‘The police urrion, on behalf of the

thiee officersinvolved in fhe shoot-

.+ ings, is asking for $74,616.16 in cowrt

costs snd Fantino’s lawyer is agking

for ahout $17,500. The total bill tal- *

wewere [}
broughtin and we shouldn’the part -

DngMié%y, left, andLevi .
Schaeffer were shot and kifled
by pélice officers in 2009,

Hesto $92,IL616

Julian, Falconer, lawyer for the’

families, is calhng the move “police
intimidation” -

“The optics of this are brutal” Fal-
coner told the court. “Because the
famnilies have asked for police ac-
countabifity, ﬁmym]l now be puir-
ished” L

@

The cagels onm Way o the Court

: oprpeai for Optardc.

Boland also said that ST dizector
3an Scott should be on the hook for

- some of the bill because it was his
' bress refease shout the note-taking

issues that started the cascade of

: X legel action. “At the very least he.
supplied the' ingredients for the

cost stew which the applicants now
find themselvesin”

In 2 news release about Lhe
Schaeffer case, Scott said the note-
faldng practices prevented the SIU
from doing a full and fair investiga-
tion and detexrmining what hap-
pened. The families ‘do not sesk
costs from Stott, Faleonerssid, not-
ing that the families dvew comfort

from Scott’s efforts in bringing the,

notes issees to light..
Scott’s lawyer, Marlys Fdwards,

ate insult’

defended her c.hen‘t’s questaomng of ‘
the officers’ actions.

Levi Schaeffer, dlagnosed with
schizophrenia, was shot. ‘ithrough
the heart after two DPY officers in
search of a missing boat glided
ashore onto his private camp on a
remote peninsula eight hours owut-
side Thunder Bay.

Douglas Mm’cywas shotand killed

bypoliceoutside his mother’shome

in Elmvale, near Barrie. Police al-i
leged that both men lashed out at
the officers with knives,

© Schaeffer and Minty were kllled‘

two days apart,

Schaeffer’s mother, Ruth, listened
carefully to the court proceedings.
She said outside the court that she
alteady faces a personal Jegal bill of*
$30,000, which she catmot pay,

“The gpectre of a $22,000 bill

A Star investigation published recently
found lack of resuits and fittle
accountability from the $7 million a
year Special Investigations Unit that
probes police accused of injuring or

kilng civitians.
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